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Ho n. J. L. I 1 s 1 e y, K. C. , M. P. , 
Minister of Finance, 

Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear S 

We have the honour to present to you 

herewith the Forty-fifth Annual Report of 

the Federal District Commission for the 

seal year 1943-1944 in accordance with 

the provisions of the Federal District 

Commission Act. 

Yours very truly, 

Frederic E. Bronson 

CHAIRHAN 

Halo.ane R. Cram 
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The wo of the Federal Dist ct ission ng 
in connection wi parks and parkways W1s largely 

cted, as in immediate preceeding war years, to 
mai enance of existing developments. The grounds of the 
Dominion Government Buildings in Ottmva 1:vere again mc=tintained 
and certain services for these buildings such as removal of 
refuse, ashes c=tnd snow were continued. The snow fall of the 

er kept the Commission's fleet of snow ploughs and a large 
force of men busy keeping the driveways, sidewalks, courtyards 
and parking areas open for use at all times c=tnd e from icy 
condition, Mosquito Control operations in the Ottawa district 
were again org~nlzed and super~ised. The grounds of the Civic 

spital and the Bank of CanadR were maintained at the expense 
of these institutions, Certain departments of the Dominion 
Government authorized the Commission to carry out, at their 
expense, improvements to the grounds of newly-constructed 
temporary 'tvar buildings in Ottmva, consisting of grading, seed­
ing, sodding, and construct n of roads, sidewalks, d ns, 
lawn er service st ion, etc. 

The parkway system of the Federal strict Commission 
extends from Rockcliffe Park east of Ottawa, to the Aylmer 
Road, west of Hull Quebec, ter passing through the federal 
capital and crossing the Otta.Ha River by the Champlain idges. 
T"\ilrenty-t\11]'0 miles of clri veways have been built. 

The following areas of parkland are o1med or control­
led by the Commission: 

1, d n OttaWR 1 I 
and in 

ate ci ty of these ti.,ro cities ... 
UndeveloD 200 acres) 

2 e Ill $ 0 Ill e <i> ,. '. . ' . 
32 acres) 

3. Leased from the City of Otta1va and 
maint ned by the Comm ssion . . :' ~ WI' ~ 

4. Grounds of Dominion Government Bu 
ings maintained the Commission •• • • 

To ey> G~"'o'*~* @<I~~$ '&0 li> Q. O"'i!t?'f'*00()$ 

Total Undeveloped •.. , , ..... , ..• 

Total developed as Parks and Parki·mys •• 

546 

341 

129 

200 

884 

ncre 

il 

II 

II 

ll 
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In addition to the above the Commission, in the 
ye~rs just or tn the commencement of the B ~war, 
chased 15 acres of l~nd in the lower Laurentians as 
fi st stage in the formation of Gatinenu Pnrk, an area 
it is proposed to pres8rve in its natural state of wooded 

s, valleys, lakes and streams The present southern 
bound of the PArk is nt Old Chelsea, Q,uebec, about five 
air miles from the Parlin~ent Buildings, Ottawa It extends no 
weste y for 14 miles nnd is abnut 3 niles wiee~ timnte 
size of the Park nay reach 25,000 acres. 

The maintenance of the parks an~ parkways during the 
1~rnr is being kt;pt to a nimum. ~1any urgent mnintenance Jobs, 
though greatly needed, were further deferred. mo help the 
City of Ottawa to mnke available essential water supplies for 
government war nee~s and other more important uses, the Com-
mission at its expense water from the Rideau 
for lawn nkling and used ve little city 
in parks remote from this'temnorary source of water 

d 1,.rnter 
supply 

of and the difficulty of securi 
of building materials and parts for motor 

ain clAsses 
vehi es 

capped wo to a g e ent. In 
force of four rangers, in addi on to the 
cnrried out duties ns nolice officers, fire guRrds, 

ens. 

wo of the C ss n in ni 

a small 
ntendent, 

ancl game 

t s 
summer and nter, of government ildings 
collecting se ce to these buildings has 

ering refuse 

the wnr years lor the war seve y 
this egory were given attention, now the number 
hundred and fifteen 

Departments of on Government 
ask the ssion to carry nut improvements 

onstruct ve bu1 i s on 

increased 
e ies in 
s one 

ssion 

ement cost e Commiss on has the 
t ned personnel and t e ipment requir is 
therefore in the oosition carry out s class of work 
more economi (act cost n y bel d is~ 

tn ly than private con tors 

' 



The improvements to the grnunds of this bui 
is ed of a grave cium chlor e road of 2,000 e 
s crushed stone-cinder road of 1 64o square yar~s. 3,000 

square yards of sodding, 3,500 sauare yards of seeding, black 
asphn.lt Nalk of 500 square s, 1,500 feet of concrete curb, 
stone ancl earth fi , seNer ancl Hnter services th a total 
co s t of s~7 • 45 9 . 

The grounds of this new building were improved by 
the grading of SOO cubic s of earth, construction of lSO 
square yards of asphalt roadway, seeding 4,Soo square yards 
and sodding 2,200 squRre yards at a cost of $2,525. 

B 

The side1,ralk and curb from Street to the d e-
way on the west side of the West Blo were completely re­
constructed a black asnhalt top concrete curb; also 
n fifty foot length of new concrete- sidewalk was constructed 
at the north s e of the East Block, a tot cost of ~900 

Snow was remove~ from the ron~wnys, steps, d ks, 
and courtyards of the ;~Army and Air Force Buildi s on 
Cartier Square for the dost of ~1,362. 

The foll ng N0rk 1,ras carried nut in connection 
the development of grounds adjoining this new build 
Paved road~ays 4,200 square yards, gravel calcium-chloride road-
ways 2,000 re yards blAck asnhalt tnn walks 380 square 
yards, concrete curb 2, feet, sodding ~.gsa square yards, 
grading and seeding 4,100 square yards, earth fi 1,200 cubic 
yards, stone fill 500 cubic yards six c ch bas s for 
drainage at a tot cost of $14,245. 



A pn ng areaof 1, square yards aren 
was constructe~ of cin~ers wi fine grnvAl at a cost 
of $919 for th~ N~vy Bulleing ana the concrete sidewalk in 

of the R. c. A. rce Building on sgar Street was 
ened at a cnst of ~150 or a total cost for both jobs of ,069. 

Improvements ns listeci 1vere c ed out on grounds 
of this building: asphalt surface roadwayR 6oo souare yards, 
sodding 2,100 square yards, seeCing ~00 square yards, black 
top asphnl t sidel~ralk 150 squnre yards, concrete curb 550 feet, 
top soil 250 cubic yards and stone fill 140 cubic yards at a 
C () 8 t 0 f ~~ 2 1 30 3 

Snow RemovHl 

'IA!RB remove('. from the roachvays, siclelmlks 
courtyards of the following department ldings Ordnance, 
Cartier ; Cent Or~nance De t, C rine Street, Ord-
nance Carpenter Shop, Middle Street; Supreme Co Building 
entrances for vehicles; Morris Building, Sparks Street and 
R. C. E Bui ings, Chnmberlain ~renue at a cost of 

The Wartime Housing Li ted 
srn~ll woo~en houses in Wright lle, 
at lo\V cost to 1v0rkers eng agee in 1vP r 
t ct 

in 1941 constructec 150 
l, Quebec, for rent 
in~ustries in s ~is-

The Commission was ask~: to e the groun~s of 
these neN buildingt1. of this ';,ro uncle n the 
previous year. The work cnrri out clu.ring this yr::.qr con­
sistef of grading, seeding, construction of sidewAlks nn~ road­
i:m.ys, p1Bnting of trees and shrubs, construction of sew2rs, 
catch basins an~ ?itches at a totAl cost of $16,543 

Twen ses, each s nr the e, were con-
structe~ by t same orga ion jacent to the real 
Metcalfe Roads about six each case from The 
grounds of these buildings were graded and seed 
top soil had been a~ded, at a cost of $5 



1~500 square yarc4s of rnf1(1,,rl'1y consisting of broken 
stone base 9 inches to 12 inches thick th a cinder grAvel 
top of 2 inches were constructe~; 100 cubic yaras of rnck were 
excavate~ ana 1,000 squ~re yar~s of gra~i cArried out. The 
cost amountec to $1$~70. 

Sussex Street 

Snow was renoved from a path around the Council s 
Building. Sussex Str et, fo~ the use of armed s fnr patrol 
nurposes, at n cast of ~241. 

The gro 8 of the ng ks anc~ co 
yards, on Wellington Spn 8 Streets, Here maint nee" 
in suooer anc1 tor at 11 cost of(~') • 

ImprovemPnts to the 
carried out as fo sodd 
4,250 square s· 500 cubic 
paving of 1,~00 square yards 
of ~mter s ing se ces for a 

The maintenance of 
seasons of 1943 cost 0552. 

se 

8 

squnre 
t soil, 1 
ing lot ins 

expenditure 

8 c":.uri summer 

The Chelsea Highway. . ncipal route Gatineau 
Park from Ottawa And Hull, was kept clear of snow 

city lioits to 0 Chelsea Sections of the 
and Kingsmere Roacts were ~lso ploughed to ish easy access 
to entrances. A total of fifteen miles of roaaway was 

ained in this manne ~uri the winter season at a cost 
of $155. 5. The C B si0n was fully tf\J. s ex-

iture by the ici 1 ty 0f st o iza-
tions desirous of s service 



acres in 
SU!!l Of 
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c Hospi t , of 
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cost~ 
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The following im~rovements were carrie~ out to the 
grounds of this new building. 

of ci 
plnnt 

12,000 square ynrds of sndcing· 6oo s s 
er walks; grnaing ane seeding 2,000 square ynrds~ an~ 

of trees and shrubs for a total cost nf $1,227. 

A start was e in the c) evelonment of the vacant 
city· o1omed land ed by Hutcheson, skin and 

nne nues ns a for escent patients 
of the hospital :::mnex s Here ec'l 
f1 ed by r sho at ~ cost of 

squito control wo was 
ove an area of apprn mate y les cente 

o the c ties of Ottawa an0 u cam-
pal of oiling the fl. is tric t 't.vns 

ed out but '~fiTFJ.s diffi ty in 
ng men suit has in 

t been carrie"''. o 
the neces 
co tions 

ecure men 

e 
under icul t 

c~1 ng not 
sprayers tura y 
lower nge groups in 

the mont of May June, 194 3 re were 
lo inte ttent rninfall i..rhich resultec1 

e nuF1ber of mosqui tnes tching nut R ce1 
t pe od of a~verse 

the difficulty in se e 
ons, n a te esta-

worse Ey the latter part 
nf s uat n was again normal little di i6ulty 
W!'H3 expe ene c1uring the remRining pRrt of the summer. 



0 
be 

n previous yBar a ve 
under-brushing was 

and Rockcliffe 
of Dmv 1 s 

considerable amount 
ed out area 
rpo t s 
e. 

~6, 35 1vas expended on this 1110 of 'tvhich ';3, 
tvas co tee by the F'ec1e District ComDission, !~2,000 
by the Ci~y of Ottawa, 1~1,000 by the Village of ckcliffe 

and 0100 by the County of Carleton. Additional revenue 
resulted from the renting of a· truck belonging to the Mo to 

ntrol authority off seasons 

In the fall of 1943, tulip bulbs tot ling 38,000 
tvere placed in various parks ancl in becls on the grnunc~ s of 

rliament , Rideau Hall ano Ot tR·Ha Civic spital 20,000 
of these bulbs comprised a gift froo Seyrnour-Cobley, Limited, 
a f rm of bulb growers in England, who mace this donation as 
at en of appreciRtion of the English people for Canada's war 
effort In the two eceeding years similar gifts totalling 
63 000 bulbs were receive0 m this c 8,500 
cannas were also ed in tho parks. 

The following trees, shrubs. etc, were set out nn 
the parkway system 

Deciduous trees.~ .•.••.•.••....•• 
Deciduous shrubs ••.....•••. ~ .~~~ 

ni r)us trees... . •. o • 

Floribunda roses .• 

ts anc'1 r::tnnuals Here placed 

315 
4,200 

470 
25 

600 

ec beds 
in Rideau Ottawa C Hoe tal grounfs, le becls 

proc1 ucec1 of the parkway s tern were seede~ to annuals which 
150 000 blooms of many varieties, 

" Division Ottawa, Royal Cana~ian Mounted Police 
is responsible for the policing of parks and parkways of the 
Federal st t Conrnission, enforcing No 26 wh1 re-
gulates t fie on d veways 

t 
offences d t S 

lice reported the followi 
19Ull'4: 



Conviction? •.• ~ • ·~? 146 
Dismissals •• ··~···· 
Warnings •••.• ,,, .. ,, 

Tot 333 
In addition, numerous complaints were attended to; 

sixteen car accidents on the Federal District Commission drive­
ways were investigated and particulars taken. None of them 
re ted in the death of any person or were considered serious. 

Three automobiles and ten bicycles l,rere recnvered 
on Government property and effective oreventive work was carried 
out by the Squad in the protection of- flow~rs, shrubs, etc., 
from children and mischievous young people. 

Assistance was given to the Ontario Provincial Police 
and Ottawa City Police. 

Motorcycle Escorts, sixteen in , were supplied by 
the R. C. M. Police for military para~es an~ eistinguished vistors> 
etc~ The main escorts supplied to notables during the year by 
the Motorcycle Squad were to Presie Roosevelt, Dr. Benes and 
Madame Chiang Kai-Shek. 

Two deaths were reported. 
of a V~roman, A suio iC: e, was fnunc in 
a man collapsed rtnd died of natural 
Bank Street ge. 

In one instance the body 
Dowis Lake; in the other, 
causes underneath the 

The total Amount of fines and costs imnosed for in­
fractions of the Federal District Commission By-Laws and Ontario 
Traffic Act amounted to 1'2,079.00. 

The total amount recovered in· oohnection with damage 
t ' r o Government Property amount ec1 to '·717. oO. 



Financ!nl St~tements 

RECEIPTS AND DISBU1i.GE11~N'l'B FOR FISCAL YE.L\R 
ended 11A~\CH "3l.L 1~9:._!+:....1+:.__ _____ _ 

ReceiptB 

Balance, April 1, 1943 

Statutory Grant 
Government Grounds 
Miscellaneous AccountRble Advances 

Statutory Grant 

Dominion C,-overnment 1 

Statutory Grant 
Interest on investments in bonds 
Interest on bAnk balance 
Rentals and royalties 
Boathouse clues 

·~ es~and·ee~v:oes 

Damages to Commission property 
recovered 

Refunds of previous years' 
expenditures 

Government Grounds 

Dominion Government, Vote 62 

Miscellaneous Accountable AcvRnces 

National Defence - Army 
National Defence - Navy 
National Defence ~Air 
Public ~vorks 
National Research Council 
Bank of Canada 
Civic Hospital 
Wartime Housing Limited 
Gatineau Sno"~Ar Ploughing 
Hosquito Control 

~~ 200' 000. 00 
56<:3075 
321.46 

3,64g~77 
1,636.00 
3,066.00 

515.94 

1,627.25. 

11~,~04,20 

2,302047 
12,22S~So 

2,110"20 
6,033.32 
7,013~29 

17,500.00 
415.00 

g,920,00 

211,384.17 

133,500.00 

71.327.28 



Statutory Grnnt 
Staff Salnries 
Nursery operations 
Machinery,gas. and repairs 
Contin~encies, taxes, lGgal fees, 

1 ectricity fuel, etc. 
Contribution to mosquito control 
Dow 1 s Lake Boathouse 

Ordinary ntenance 
Extraordi maintenance 

Maintenance--pa s, ~ veways, etc. 
Acquisition of property 
War Risk Ins~rance 

Government Grounds 
Rideau Hall grounds 
National Research Council, 

Sussex Street 
National Research Council, 

Montreal Roed 
Gatineau Park 
Maintenance--Government Grds. 
Machinery, gas. and repairs 
Contingencies and supplies 

Refund of balance of 1942-43 grant 

Miscellaneous Accountable Aevances 
Natio Defence - Army 
National Defence - Navy 
National Defence - r 
Public 'tvnr1r.s 
National Research Council 
Bank of Cam1.da 
Civic spitnl 

ime Houni Limited 
Gatineau oughing 
11osqui to Cnntrol 

Refunds of balances of 1942-43 
advc:mces 
Nationnl Defence - Nnvy 0833 27 
R. C. M. P, )01.55 

Balance March 31, 1944 
Statutory Grant 
Government Grds. - to be refunded 

t0 Receiver General 
Miscellaneous countable es 

Bank of CnnPda 
Wartime Housing Limite0 
Mosquitn Control 
Gatineau Snow Ploughing 

ri> 
··t 18,561.41 

4,017.35 
9,049.61 

10,985:87 
3,200.00 

1,200~00 
2,,17.14 

101,662~65 
1,150.00 

900~00 

16,731~11 

4,835.84 

4,583.90 
16 '5!~g .18 
80,244.47 

876 96 

14,8ol~.20 
1,068.21 
2,302.47 

12' 321.19 
2,110.20 
5,240.51 
7,0 g,29 

17,064 1+5 
1a4.15 

6!4 .35 
68,570.02 

695.14 
435'55 

3,400.70 
262.47 

~153,044 03 

136,097.86 

146,841.09 

4,547. 

ti358,646.73 

1561182, 2,2 

~514 J 828 c 9~; 



Statement of Investments in Securi and 
Cash Balance as at March 31, 

CASH 

Bank of Montreal, Ottai.>Va 

Savings count 
General Account 

Plus: Outstanding Deposit 

ss: Outstanding Cheques 

INVESTMENTS 

$13,99S.50 
31.10 

14,029.60 

16,569.35 

1x~ D 1 i f C d b d d N 1 1946 2 ;o om n on o ana a on s ue ov ~ , 

lt% Dominion of Canada nds due May 1, 1947 

$87 '721. 97 

65,000100 

6.~ooo.oo 71 j ooo,. 00 

$156,182 



Statem0nt of Expen~iture for maintenance of the 
Parkway System 1943-44 

Isltmd Park Drive ••... , ...•.•.•. 

RicleA.u CA.nal DriveNay ... •?··· .. ' 

Experimental Farm Drive. 

King Ed-vmrd Avenue & park.,. ~" •••• 

Lady Grey Drive •• 

donald s •• " •• 

Echo Drive 

1 s Lake Park, f ~ , •• , • 

Strathcona Par~,!~~!~~., ••.•...•••••••• 

Bron"~"'~ 

Pare ques Cart~er ••• 

Val Tetrenu 

Somerset Street Park.~ ••• 

Cent Park •• . . 

;~ 
',f 16,714,45 

18 ~ 700. 

7,680.21 

4' 007' 66 

5,899<!'04 

1,655.48 

10,829,68 

4' 317" 37 
7,410.10 

5,72S~S9 

3' 650 ~ 30 

~ 306 09 ./ 

914. t~o 

990 40 

2,419 12 

963.70 

934.55 

51540.60. 

~~101 '662. 65 




