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Report for t~e Fiscal Year 1941-1942 

During the year 1941-1942 the work of the Federal District 
Commission vlith respect to :Lts parks and driveways and grounds 
adjoining Dominion Government buildings r,Tas confined la:.'"'gely to 
maintenance. In additioa to caring for tne grounds of Government 
Buildings in Otta\\ra and vicinity:~ the Commission is charged with 
the responsibility of removing snm~ from the sidewalks, roadiJays 
and courtyards oi these buildings and sanding the same, as well 
as collecting and disposing of ashes an<i other refuse therefrom. 
There ·was a. large increase ::.n the n.Urllber of these buildings due 
to vmr time conditions v:h:;.ch no~/total 72, The Commission 1 s fleet 
of ploughs and trucks and d large force of men were kept busy dur
ing the last winter season, in keeping tl~ driveway system and the 
roads le2.diag to Gatineau Park open to traffic at all times and 
free from icy concH tion. In connection 'vJJ_ th mosc~ui to control 
operation in o·:.:.t<..~ 1;Ja and district cons1derable oiling of 1Ha ter areas 
together with dra1nage aitching anu underbrushing ~ere carried 
out with beneficial results. The grounds of the Ottawa Civic 
Hospital and Bank of Canada were cared for at the expense of these 
institutions. 

Improvements, other than maintenance, were also carried out 
at the cost of tne Department oi' Public t!JOrks in connection with 
the grounds of newly constructed government war buildings, In 
Gatineau Park, comprising about 20,000 acres, situated in the 
lower Laurentians approximately 15 miles from Otta~a, a small 
force of police~ :tire and game Wdrdens were employed. 

The total expendit-J.re of the Coru;1ission during 1941-1942 
including money received from all sources, was as follows: 

A·dministre ... tion~~. o ~ Q •• ., o, o. o o ••• o. o o o o o o I) (I o ~. ') o o o o.,"' 

Maintenance park·xay system (Funds from Statutory 
Grant and Vote 63) ..... 

Maintenance of Goverrllllent Buildings 3 grounds 
and services for such buildings., •..•...... ,, ..... . 
Gatineau Park Land Purchases,,., .................. . 
lVIosqui to Control work in Otta·.va district .......... . 

(Partial reimburser1lent--See page 7 ) 
Ottawa Civic Hospital grounds ::.naintenance ....... , .. 

(Reimoursed in full--See page 7 ) 
Bank of CanC:tda Grounds maintenance .. ,.,, ...... ,., .. 

(Reimbursed in full--$ee page 7 ) 
Department of Public ·works--improvements to grounds 
of nevJ buildir1g s o o o o o o • o o .. o • o o •• o o (I o ~~ o •• c o o o o o o o " , 0 

(Reimbursed in full---see page 6 ) 
National Research Council--improvements to grounds 
of new building Montreal Road .....•. , ......... , ... . 

(Reimbursed in .full--see page 7 ) 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE. , ...• 

,, 
"') 18,291.23 

188,078.02 

103:~033,42 
5:;693,00 
7.>561.65 

63021.33 

182.14 

12,197.43 

172257.31 

$ 358,315.53 



-5-

ISLAND PARK DHIVE 

Approximately 8 acres of rocky land adjoining the O)~tawa 
River at the Ont~rio approach to the Champlain Bridges were covered 
with top soil, graded and seeded. Bohle shrubs and young trees were 
also planted. The total cost c...mounted to ~:; 1, 956.62. 

MAPLE ISLAND -- RIDEAU l-UVER 

This isl&nd is a link in the crossing of the Ridea_u River by 
the Minto Bridges. The ~tJooden crib F.-ork protect::..ng its banks j 
built some 40 years ago, had become b~dly decayed with the result 
th.:,_t serious erosion of the shores had t;:..ken plo.ce. The bu.nks were 
rip-rapped Hith large blocks of stone, the level of the island was 
raised somewhcl t by earth filling and the surface seeded to grass at 
a cost of $ 3,993.11. 

RESURFACING S:d;CTIONS OF TdE DiUVEWAYS 

A number of sections o:L the driveways constructed more than 
25 years ago were resurfaced with synite chips and asphalt binder 
at a COSt of e 7,497.79, to preVGnt deterioration of the roadways. 

Gii.TINEAU PAll.K 

In the year 1938 authority -;;idS granted to the Commission to 
acquire lands in tne lower Gatineau Valley, situated between Old 
Chelsea and Ste Cecille de Masham, Quebec, adjoining Meach, 
Mousseau and Philippe lakes, for the purpose of preserving in its 
natural state for the use of the public approximately 20,000 acres 
of wooded lands, hills, vc.1lleys:; lakes anci streams. A fe1v ski 
and hiking trails and camping sites .nave been develo:ped. This 
park situdted so conveniently to the Nat~onal Capital is attracting 
many thousands of visitors ::1nnut1lly who find the~e henl thy out
door recreation ~ccording to their f~ncy in ell seasons of the year. 

A force of four r -;.ngers m1der the P:._rk Superintendent cc:.rried 
out duties JS police officers, g~me ~ardens and Zire rangers. Wild 
life in the pu.rk h.J.s greatly incre;~sed under the sa.nctt.:w.ry c:.fforded. 
Be~1vers pLLced ln a nu.moer of L·,kes c1. few yer:rs ago hr~vc: multiplied 
~:;.nd they and their workings :proved of much interest. Mcmy deer may 
be seen in secluded V3lleys during the winter se~son. Some improve
ments were carried out to existing trails and rosds leading to the 
park were snow ploughe~. The total cost of this supervision and 
maintenance was $ 14J 958.15. 
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VlOft:<: UNDEft~2_:~_2:·F;l\j _,:·~Y ·?H~l: F'EDI~RAL JIS'Ii.~~r c·r COtnvii[~SIOI~ 

:i?O n. DOLll.i.H ON GOV~.illJM1 .. T.l. :u;.:;p ~~\.2l·J..·~:.ENT'S 

De·oa:"tr;1encs oi' tne Dond.nio~1 Gove:...'nmen.t fl""'om tJ.1r1c. to t.1me :lSk 
t:1e ComDdssion to ~at.'J.'Y -out J.:nr,l.~overil.ea·:::.s to c~1.e gr·ounC..s of ne\:ly 
constructed. gove:cnr11en c buiJ..ciings on t:~1e basis of 1 ull :ceJ..:r:burseltlent 
for the cost entc:-uled. The C01t1Elissj_on has the 1Cl~0.lnecl personnel 
and the Special e~uipment re~ul:e[ anci is therefore in the 9osition 
to ce.:.~ry out this cluss o:i. 'i!OI'l\: 1,10re e:;onoL.llcc..lly (actuc:Ll cost only 
being charged) an& satisf~~torily t~~.n co~tractors cnguged in gen
eral construction ·,,~orl~. 

DEPAflTllENT OF PUBLIC :.omcs 

Ne~;;r \i!ar Building - No J. -- l'Jel1:1.ngcon S t:.:·eet, 0 ttav:e. 

The im)roveuents of the groun~s or ~hls build~ng consisted of 

hard surf.1ce l'Oa.d~:.c:,ys r:::mci. SldeVJa.lks 4; 01~5 sq. yds" Concre~e 
curb~ng 1,350 feet_ :illing 750 cubic yards. \Jbter service 1000 
feet§ 6 di.~ainage c .. ~ tch be:,sins .-:.nd sodchng <-:.nc. gr&.<hng 2, 450 sq. 
yds. ·:::he tot&1 cost Fas f~ 6:/496.72. 

Sup:;:e::Jc: Court Buil<hng 

The large square of l~nd 1n fro~t oi ~he Supreme Court build
i:{J.g bounC:lec~ by Kent~ v:~0"~lli;:1gton ;:,nc:_ Lyon St:teet.s v,c::~s filled-" gr;_,_ded 
and soc~ded. This rec_m.rec~ J _ _~l:,OO cubJ.c y:;;.rds of u.ll;; 520 feec of 
concrete curDJ.l1g and '7 .;!200 squ •. -ce yc:lcds of socl(,J_ag. Tne cost v.ras 
r! 3 ;;16o. oo 

].ecords 3u:.l.Cclng - E:z[?e::·1 rc1enb.l Fs.n11 

The improve~ents carried out to ~he grounds of this building 

Hard surface sidewalks 580 squa~e yards. conc~e~e :urbing 
255 feet; earth 2nd stone fi~l~ng 400 cubic yards> ~iring and 
instalation of 8 1:Lght:ul.g std1d.~r·cts \. ::h equipment. The 
~ot~l cost dmounte6 to ~ 1,054.7~. 

Bot.:::.nical Buj_lei.lJ."lg - Experifuento.l. Farn 

A uotor car uarking lot ~ds :ons~~ucted for thls bul16ing 
entailing the use of 100 cu:Jic ya.rds oi s~one and. enrt:1. Li1lJ.ng:: 
210 feet oi concrete cu ~.n:ng c~ncl 5SO Sq_UJ.l~e ya:.."'GS of <:,Spha .. llir; 
concrete. The ~ork ~ds co~pleted for $ 1,013.39. 

Chemistry BuilLing - E~Qerimental Farm 

Works to prevent fJ .. ooc~ing of the lower floor of this building 
at ~ grade entrance ~ere constructed at a cost of $ 98.83. 

HOYAL C~4 .. ~HWIAN MOUNTED POLICE 

To perLJ" t vdnter trd.vel ·co L1s i:l<.crrs.cks of t~'1e police east 
of Rockcliffe Park the Couaission pioughed the section of the 
frive~ey from A~acia Avenue to the rbcks at ci cost of $ 307.85. 



DE:PARD!IENT Oi' SAiLJJAL D:C:t:LNCS 

HUj:'c:·~drl i ;:i .Jr:.tge t;o ·c:n.e ru eceau thli CiHY 
di1C . .Sctr:tue(, (u~.·ing t~w lu.st \TLnter seLlSOn 

The gr·om1.(s of ti.1.e w:;·,· ouilccJ..Ilf;S situated ~.clj .::,cent to the 
=iontre<:.l noa.d about six Liles fl~o,s! o·ctc:.; cc viere laiC. out and. clev
eloped as follo~s: 

Road surfacing 14,630 Bq. J(s, concrete curbing 1J240 1eet, 
''/a cer servJ.ce 3) 715 :feet;; gi'.:•.ch-~1L t~:::eci.t!.S 36;; 000 \:~ <;; yc~s. and 
sub grc.o.cie 11ing 1;400 CUi)j_c yc1::;" c:.c c1 cot~l cos .. :; of';'~ 17~750 .. 00 

MOSQUI~O CUNT~O~ 

xJosqutto conti."ol wc::·k .i&S cc,rr·ie(, out as in I:>u::o i.:; years over 
J..n rJ.j'E:c\ of approx.lr.Mtely 100 sc:.dare Liiles cente:."ed on Ottc::.wa. The 
results v1erE: very sa t=L s1'c: c toJ:'Y c~ue in };;::.:.-:' .. ~ to f:;~.vorable h8tL ther 
conclit.ion.s v:ith sub:1orr:1al flooc~s : .• 1 Ilc1y '~:nc: Ju.ne, :L'he cUE!UL;~tive 
effec~ irom ~revious yea~s 1 control ~easures iE probably nor begin
ing to show; part~cul~rly ln the Ga·~lneau 2iver and Rockcliffe 
,.:.reas. The expendi tur·e on oil ·'.S <'l. ~ E .:;u:i)c ':va.s c,:~ns:i.dere:,,)ly less 
Jchan o. ver::~F;e anc~ accOi"dingly it i:ds .. LL . .:.:.cL.:.l].y pos si b.le to devote 
~:.wre work co dr&Lla..gP of lm·.; Ere&s ·illd ·~() undc:"b:·us~1:'.ng j:>a:rtJ.cule..:cly 
in t~1e cis tr::. ct 8i:J.S L of I\.oc:c_:l:Lffe ;:JJlC~ ly J.ng betFeen Mci:c,y is Lc::.ke 
and the Bc:..se-:G~i..nc i·toa.c~. Sone ;::;5 cJ.c·css v:·ej_·e ::c de·lt ~.en, SLnil.::;r 
~ork on a reduce~ scale :2s undertaKen on Kettle Isl2nd anG & few 
tra.iJ.s •.·vere c.u t into Dmv; s Lc.ke ,S,.'i..JTfJ o 

ii~ 7;554,06 J:Tu.s e,-::pencec. o~1 c~us .. o:ch-: oi ·,,J.1~i. C' 3>~oo.oo v;as 
cont;."ibuted by tl'le Fec.eral D~i.sc·::,_ct Cc:"T·.::. ssJ.on, '; 2.,000.00 by tne 
0J.ty of Ot~C:liJa; 0 1)000.,00 oy ·(~i:1e V:;_llc.~~e of ~lodv:lJ...ffe Pa.rk;; o.nd 
~ 200.00 from the County oi c~~leton. AC~l~lonal revenue resulted 
:[ :conl t::1e re1;:t1 ... 1g of a t:-:u6;.: :JE~loa.s1ng to c .. J.e Mosc.:u.::. to Cod t:cc1 
Authority in off seasons. 

OTTA1.:>. CIVIC HCJSPITAL Q(~O[J:'mS 

'.l':1e gr ouncis of tn.e .. 0 ·c t:::.u," ,:.;"· v:i.c Iios)::_ tal 'OJer'c j:,lC:i.inc:·Lined by 
ti'le Commission at cost.: .. ; 6_;.021.3J .id.'> e):~:,c.:.:.(eci (~ill' 1.n(; the year or.t 
this ~;:ork" 

The grounds of the Bar~~ of Ccin~ea on s~~rks ~nt Welllngton 
s·~.:·eets;i Ottam: ·:ere Llc"int,;.L18Cc by ~;.'lE; COLll'JlSS~_on .{:con itmcs fur
nished -b:( ~!1is Eank. S~nce tempo!:ci '?Y, c".::.ci.~. tiol1S ~'''e~"e b~.il t f o::c the _ 
bank on ch:1.S proper·ty ·cne c·o C.C.i.'J.SJ.S CGCl prlllC:~.J:!.:'.J . .Ly Oi Sl10\!:! I'8n10ila.l. 
The Cost a~ounted to ~ 182.14. 
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PLANTING 

Messrs. Seymour Cobley Ltd o, bulb growers) EngLmd, very 
ldndly donated free of charge 27000 tulip bulbs for planting 
in t~e parks of Ottawa ~s n tokun of gr~titude of tho English 
people for Canada. 1 s FJar effort. 19000 ac~di tiorw_l tulip bulbs 
c.nd 7 4150 :-'nnuals, perennictls, foliage plants 1 vines etc., w8re 
set out in various parks in tha fall of 1941. Also 2450 deciduous 
trees llnd shrubs and 1780 conifers Lore transferred fronL the Com
mission! s nursery to the park1rvay system. 

POLICING OF COMMISSION PHOPERTY 

HAn Division, Ottav:a; of the: Royal Ct1ne::dian Mounted Police 
is responsiule for the policing of the parks :::.nd parkvmys of the 
Federnl District Commission -2nd enforcj_ng By law No. 26 vvhich 
regulates traffic on the drive~:::.ys: 

Under this bylo.w the police reported the follov.rj.ng offences 
during 1941-1942: 

Convictions ....•..... 273 

Warnings ..... o • • • • • • • 262 

Dismissals •.........• -Z1 

~rotal~~ o. o Qo. o •• ~~ (l •• o •• 556 

In addition a totc:.:.l of Jl accidents was i.nvestiga ted by the 
police. None of these involved loss of life. There were also 
48 investigations regnrding damage to Conwission property. In 
this connection the Commission collecteG $ 775.45 to repair the 
damage. 

Investigations r;ere &lso conducted on d2.mage to shrubs and 
plants, etc. and disturbailces by children in the various parks. 
Three stolen cars were recovered and a number of miscellaneous 
articles v:ere found, most of which were clairmed by the rightful 
ovmers. 

First Aid was rendered to a number of people injured on the 
Driveways and escorts provided to notables, militia troops and con
voys. 

One case of theft was looked into and turned over to the 
C.I. Branch of trie R. C. M. Police for investigation. 
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FINANCIAL S 'IA'i'EiviENT5 

He venue 

Carry over frau 1940-1941 ...•...•.. 0 
Statutory Gr~nt 1941-1942 ......... . 
Miscel1c.meous revenue .........•..•. 
Vote 63-Govt. Grds. Mainten~nce .... 

39_:~039.76 
200~000.00 
15~04.5-45 

l.U2500.00 

Total Revenue .•. " ..•..•............... ~? 387. 585.21 

Expenditure 

Statutory Grant-Pa.:ck~:.,::.y daitlt ...... (-; 186.7856.58 
Vote 63-Dominion Govt. Grtis 
Maintem.t.1ce .................. , . . . . • . 1319439.09 

Total Expenditure ........••........... t 318;295.67 

Be:. lance o o a o • o o o • c> " o '0 o o o • o o ,., ••• o o o Q " • o o , $ 69 s 289 o 54 
Bcilance of Vote 63 refunded........... 2 2 060.91 

Final Balance .....•..........•......•. $ 67,228.63 

The Final bal~nce of $ 67,228.63 was carrie~ over to the 
fiscal year 1942-19lt3 to t£1e credi c of the Cor:1mission. 
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COMPAHISON OF ESTH1A'l'ES APPROVED BY ·_iHE GOVS2RJ.WH IN COUNCIL 
i. 'ITH ACTUAL EXPEJ.JDlTUH:S 11{ 19A.l-l942 

STATUTORY GHANT 

General Estimates 

Co 11 t i 11.g en c i e s • . • o , • \) " • eo • • • • • , • " o • o d • • • o • ~) 
Machinery, gasoline, repairs etc ....... . 
staff~ " . Q ••••• Cl ....... (I • Qo • e 0 " • \1 •• 3 • ., " 0 " ill' • 

Maintenance 

Parkway system, builc.ing s etc, ......... . 
Gatineau Parko ~It' o o •• o. o ... IC •• o o c 1!1,." •• o •• 

Nursery operations and idle expense ..... 

Sundries 

]!osc~ui to Control, o ••••••• o o • tl o u. c • ~ ~ o • Ct ~~ 
Accounts Collectible .•.............•.•.. 

Properties Purchdsed 

In vvard 5 Hull o • o , •• o o " ~~~ ••• ~ o ••• o o ••• , o • 

Ga tineo.u P a 1...,k o • o • " • Q •• , • c " • " (I ••• o o •• o •• o 

Vo 'Tl'" fl 

.LJ:l.. f/' 63 

Rideau Hall Grounc.:s J\{aintena!lce ...... o •• 

National R.esea:cch Grounds Maintena ... 1ce ... 
Other Dominion Grounds Maintez1ance •..... 
Contingencies & Supplies .......... o ••••• 

Hepairs to Machinery 7 etc .... o ••••• o •••• 

I slend Park Drive Im})roveniel'ltS ...•...... 
Maple Island Improvements ..•.......•.... 
Resurfacing older sections of drive~~y .. 

)< 
~ . ~ 
'lr' 

13,604-46 $ 
16,000.00 
18)300.00 

146~535.30 
15,000.00 
16~000.00 

3,200.00 
2,400.00 

15,000.00 
8,000.00 

19,000.00 
6;~500.00 

69,500.00 
9,000.00 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 
4,000.00 
72200.00 

372,539.76 I' 
;;~ 

Expenditures 

13,503.48 
11,336.66 
18,291.23 

l::W,051.65 
14,958.15 
12,420.42 

3,200.00 
2' 360 014. 

18;575.87 
6.?3,4.0.75 

69,372.28 
8,035.39 

709.13 
1,956.6.2 
3,993.11 
7~497.79. 

318,295.67 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE FOR MAINTEnANCE OF THE PARKS 
AND DRIVEitJAYS OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT COiYL:HSSION . 

1941--1942 

Island Park Drive ••••••••••••••••••• , $ 16,S52.4o 

Experimental Farm •• , ..••••••••••••••• 10,200,.59 

Confederation Park,, •..•.•.••••••••• ~ 3,S44.24 

Dowrs Lake Park •••• , .•••••••••••••••• 6,443,.el4 

Rideau Canal Dri ve11:ay ~ .............. .. 23,695 .. 46 

Echo Drive .•.........•.•.•.•...•..... 10,51S.54 

Central Park •••••••••••••••••••••.••• 5,447.19 

Jacques Cartier Park ••..••.•••••••••• 2,256.31 

Bronson Avenue Park .••.•••••..•.••..• 602.00 

Somerset Street Park ••••.•••••.•••..• 630.26 

Val Tetreau Park ••...............•••• 7S4.59 

Flora Lake Park ••••...•••.••.•••••.• ,. SS6.27 

Do1•rt s Lake Boathouse ••..•......••.•.. 155.54 

Rockcliffe Park ••••••.••..•.••••••••• 1li,627t23 

Lady Grey Drive •••.....••.•••.•••••• , 6,777,39 

MacDonald Gardens. , ••••••..•..•••. , • ! 2,656.54 

C • N • R. Park .. • - . ! ••••••••••• , ••••••••• 2,o2S.03 

Strathcona Park ••••.••.•••••••••••.•• 4,177.42 

King Edward Avenue Park .••••.•......• 5,155.10 

Eastview Pr:,rk ....................... . 21}12.66 

$120,051.65 


