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Hon. J. Lo Ilsley, K~Co, M.P., 
Minister of Finance, 
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The work of the Fec.eral District Commission d.u:c·ing 
194.2-1943 in connection VJi th the parks and pal~kways was 
restricted; as in the ilJmedj_a. te 1JI'eceeding v~·ar years, to 
maintenance of existing developments. The grounds of the 
Dominion Government buildings i_:_ Ottav~a were again main­
tained and certain services for these buildings sucn as 
removal of refuse J ashes and snow ~iere continued., The 
extren.lely heavy snovv- fall of ttH3 '"'":.:1te1' kept the CornrJis-
sion 7 s fleet of snov1 ploughs ;;.;~nd a le:~rge force of IJen busy 
keeping the c~.ri veways, side~;-valks Jl courtyards a.nd parl;:ing 
areas open fo~ use at all times and f~ee from idy conditiono 
Mosquito Control operations in the Ottawa district were 
again organized a.::1d supervised. The brounds of the Civic 
Sospital and the ~ank of Canada were saintained at the ex­
pense of these institutions. CeTtain Departments of the 
Dominion Government authorized CoilliJission to ca:cry out, 
at their expense.? irnpx·ovemcnts to the grour.~.ds of newly­
constructed temporary ~~':Tar Oliildlngs in Ott.:-.~.:.·a) consisting 
of grading} seeding, sodding) cJ..:.lcl cc~lS truction of l."Oads :~ 
sidewall-cs, dra1l1S J la-vTn \!Jdter se:...,,.-~~ .. ce ins tall.::1 tion} etc. 

The ·parkv;ay system of tne I'ederal District Commis­
sion exte[1ds i'ro[" 1::;.ockcliffe Parl~, ea.st of Ot 11''a_;1 to the 
Aylmer Roa.cL) west of Hull 7 UE;bec, after passing througn 
the federal capi and crossing the 0 River by the 
Champlain ~ridgeso 

The followi~g areas of 
trolled by the Comillission, 

rkl~1nd &re 1o-v~ned or con-

1. Owned in Utta~a, Hull; and in im­
mediate vic~nity 01 ~nese two citieSooo 
(Undeveloped--200 acEes) 

2 o Lea. sed f r ora the C r o ~ i a .. ~ o •• o " 3 • ,. o .. • .. • a ~ • 

(Unuevelope~--132 acres) 

3.. Leased fi'OL ·::he C2.ty oi Gt a and 
maintained by the COllLli;;:,s:..ono ...... o" " .. ~. 

4 .. Grounds of Dominion Government Build-

546 acres 

341 

129 

ings raaintain.ed by the ComL:ission .. ., ••.• __ .2C.Q Vi 

Total. $ .. ,. ~ .. " ~ ,. • " " " c " u • .. • , ~ ., ~ ~ > • < 1, 216 11 

I'o tal Unc~evelopec;~ .... ~ " .. " ... , ..... 0 ... ,. _ _J]_g 11 

Total developed as and Pardways.,. _88~ 



In addition to the above che CoLn~;.isston 7 the 
years just prior to the co~Jencement of the present war, 
purchased 15,500 acres of lan~ in the lo~er Laurentians as 
tJ:1e first stage in the fo::·1uatioi1 o:..:· GatlD.eau an area 
which it is proposed to )reserve i~ its 3atural state of 
v;-ooc~ed hills, valleys, lJ.~{e s ,_,J.."'e:}.l.!..3. Thc-j p :resent 
southern ~oundary of the Park is ~: Old Chelsea; Quejec; 
about five air miles i':con: Pdrli<.E~ent ldings) ot·l~Ct/&. It 
extends nortlmeste~ly for 14 miles ~~d is about 3 2iles 
vd.de" The ul tlmc;. te S~Lze of t::1e Part: may reach 25,000 acres~ 

Naintenance Ouerations --.-------------..C:.------
The In(i:LnteDr.;.nce of the· pai·ks and par~~'."rays during 

the 1;\rar is oeing. kept to a Eli:linu:"'l· urg mc;.intenance 
jobs, though gre~tly needed, were _ deferreeo To help 
the City of Ot to lliQke avail~)le esseiltial wu sup)lies 

government 1;.~ar .r.~.eeds anc: o .~ L1G:te important uses:; the 
Con~ri:ission, at its expei.1SeJ pum~)c·jc~ vrs.te:c :i.:cou -;::he it].c~eau 
Canal for lawn sprinklint; (:ind us very t·cle cj_ ty j)Ul11ped 
"Nater in l)arks remo·ce i':2om t __ is te~.:po:car)r source of ldater 
SU:_..!~JlJ ¢ The Co:c:lrais;_;ion further co .. rt buted .:.n this connec-
tion by filling in a sused artificial lake llajor's Hill 
Parl-e ~:i.r.L1:Lch vvas surpli th r."a ter i·ro.t:l the city 111ains" A 
consicte:ra·ole saving ,;.;ater-, we::.s t.Crus ctec ~.1.1d at ·c.::1e 
same time a breeding"pl~ce for Gos~uitoes was oli~inatedo At 
a later date, this site uill bG suitsbly idprove~ the 
form of a sunl~en garci.en. Lack oi' mc:ttlpo~•Ier a . .:H::;_ cul ty 
of securing parts for notor tr&~spo~t vehicles 
wbrk to a g:eat extent~ 

In Gatineau Park a snall ~o~ce o~ five rangers 
carried out duties as police ce~c·s J fire guards; and gc.me 
iNa:L'dens., 

'I'he Commission e>::tendec 11i.den:i.ng of Elgj_n Street 
on its east side fr-or,._ La.Ul"'ier ) ... venue Y.Jest to .Nepean Street, 
on CaTtier Square,~ a·c the cost to t.:he Coliliill sian of '-':5;051 .. 29o 
This iaprovement p~ovides &dequate ent~a~ce facili es to the 
newly-erected Naval 3uilding on this Square and Till save 
about ~:)5, 000 vvl1ich \·:oul6. nave ber2i~ wasted teL1pOI'c:.l>y ap-
proaches been built to s uuilding dnd later removed for 
the street v;idening opercltions. ~rl1e Comm:Lssion has recomuended 
that the widening of Elgin Street be e~te~ted to Lisgar Street 
after the war in accordance t~ the Gre Plano rhe Province 
of Ontario has kinC.ly co-op:::;ra d ·c~1e 1:1e. ~··-- :." by granting the 
use for this purpose oi the necessary l~nd adJoining Elgin 
Street in front of ~he former Norillal 3c~oolo 



VJork undert&:cen by the Pcderal Distj_"':i.ct CoL.JI:~:~ssion 
for Domini.on Government Dfr:~Jetl'tmcnts 

---------------~--------.. ---·-------------------------
Departlllents of the Do:minijon Government tram ti.me 

to tirc:e ask the Commission to c2:cry ou·c iLlT)l"ovenents to the 
grounds of :newly-cor1structed govermnent builc}ings on the 
basis of full re-imbursement ior the cost entailedo The 
Comrnission has the trained pc;::..··sonnel 2.nd the spec:Lal equip­
ment required and is, therefore, in the position to carry 
out this class· of work more econoilli (actual cost only 
being cho.rged) and s;;~ tisfac·~orily o 

J2.EJ2artment of Public Works 

The courtyar~ of this builLing was fille~, graded, 
rolled, and surface drainage provided for by the installa­
tion of a catch basin and drain at a cost of 093o00o 

The improvements to the g~ounts of t~is building 
consistibg of 100 cubic yards of iilling) 550 s ya~ds 
of grading and sodding, 100 SQuare ards of surface 
walks and iron ~ipe fencingo cos~ amounted to $526oOOo 

At t~e west end of tnis buildi~g iDprovemeilts to 
an existing fire exit were constructed consi~ting of an out­
side stair, protecting fence ant hletal g s at a cost of 
$283 .. 00. 

The grounds of s new building were i~proved by 
earth and stone filling, grading, sod6ing 2nd the construc­
tion of roadway pavements, concrete curb~ng, black top side­
walks and surface drainage catch bas~ns at a cost of 01)97lo 

For the improvements to g~ounds s ~uilding 
the following ~;vork ;.1as c.;:;.rr:l .. ed out. co::.1crete of 
2,150 feet, concrete gutter slabs 2CG feet, sphalt sur-
face of 2,100 square yards, crushed stone surface of 4,CCC 
squar·e yo.rds, olacl{ top side-vralks oi' 310 squarE: ro.s J .soc~--
ding of 2,850 square yards, grading &nd seedinf 3,150 
square yards; stone fJ.lling of 1; 000 cub:Lc yards . ::.~ar"'t.n fill­
ing of 360 cubic yards;; c.s.tch basi.ns of 6 units;.;"' sevier con-· 
nections, water services of 950 feG repairs to under walk 
for a total cost of $9,ll0o0Jo 



L 
T'eill:norarv \\'ar Bui1di-no· No:. 6 
---~~~..L.----------~----. 

The following cietails of construction \iiete carried 
out as improvements to the grounds of this buildi~g: sod­
ding for 2,070 square yards:i earth filling.? 200 cubic yards; 
c-oncrete motor car bumper, 1, 000 feet, concrete curbing, 
490 feet_, parl{ing area, 1,200 squt:.~.re yards 1 concrete stair­
way from MacKenzie Averrue to p~rking area; and water ser­
vice, 920 feet at a cost of ~3,207.00. . 

!~lli~QIS~Y_liar Bgilding_NQ~ 

Worl{s to improve the grounds of this building 
situated on Green Island adjoining Sussex Street consisting 
of grading and seeding, J.1000 sc~uare yards.; top soil, 300 
cubic yards; roadv\Jay, 850 square yards; h&rd surface side­
walks, 90 square yards~ ~ooden fenceJ sodding, JOO s~uare 
yards we~e carried out at a cost of 01,208.00. 

Snow ReHoval at Naval and Ii. ~ Co A., Forc·e bulldinzs 
................. < ' --- -------------~-

Snow was removed fl.., om all t:1e roadways 3 sidev1all\:S i 
courtyards, and steps of the new ~aval and R. c. A. F. 
buildings on Cartier Square~ Sanding of icy surfaces was 
also done as required. The total cost for the ~inter was 
$?1' 400 .. 00 •. 

The total cost of these JObs for the Department of 
PUblic Works was $17,758o6l. 

To permit uninterrupted winter travel to the bar­
racks of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, east of Rock­
cliffe Pari:, the Comr11ission kept the dri vevray section from 
Acacia Avenue to the bai'racks free of snow at a cost of 
~449.00 .. 

The grounds 3 vralks, anc~~ courtyar6s of the Ban}:: of 
Canada on Sparks ana \:ellington Str·eets vve.ce maintained both 
in surJ.1mer and winter at a cost of 0,)597. 00. 

· Naval War Building 
--~~ 

Improvements to the groun6s of the new Naval Build­
ing, Cartier Square j including gra.d:Lng; sodding, construc­
tion of paved roads, signs, concrete curoing, and catch 
basins, were carried out, the cost of which was $9,642o00. 



I. 

Details of t~:1e im.})ro·vei.:.ients to tlle grounds of 
t:1is ;)Uildj_ng si t{uatec"L on Lisgar [:Jtr~et ad.) oining Cartier 
Sq_uare are as folloVIiS ~ ~~) 290 sqt:'l.Ce yai·ds o.:L' asphz.:~l t road-
ways, 1,135 cubic yards of earth and stone fillir~, 1,500 
feet .of concrete curbing J 4,600 square yards of socj_ding, 
two catch basins, 2,025 square of concrete sidewalk; 
one concrete culvert, and one tree removed. The total 
cost Pas ~7,206.00. 

The Sartime Jousing Limited in 1941 constructed 150 
small wooden houses 1n ~rightville, QUeJec, for rental at 
low cost tc workers enga~ed in war industries in this dis­
tr:l_ct. The Commission wa.s aslced to i1'1p:cove the grounds of 
these nev: bui.ld.ing so The 'v7orlr, for ti1e rs t unit of fifty 
houses, consisting of sub-grading} arid~ng top soil, see6ing. 
fencing, constructing hard top walks and entrances, ~as . 
carried out in 1942 at a cost of e4,270.00a 

'I'he Chelsea Highv1ray:; tJ_1e principal route to Ga tineau 
Parle from Otta·,va and Hull; \.:as ~:e:pt clear of s:c1ov~~ I' rom the 
Hull city lir:1i t s to Old Chelsea. Short dista.L·lces or' the 
l·Ieach Lake and Kingsinere .Ctoads idei'e also ploughed to furnish 
easy access to park entr2nces~ A to of fifteen miles of 
roadway was ma.i:nta.ined j_11 this 1J.L::cnne.r dur the \Jlnter sea-
son at a cost of 510.00. 'I'he Comr.Jis.sion 1,}\t&s fully :ce­
imbursed for this expenditure. by tl1e l;,:unici}JJ.lity of v;:est 
Hull and other organizations des rous of this se~viceo 

The grounds·.of the Fiala Stdtion aaJacent to the 
Metcalfe Road were graded and sodded and a surface dressing 
of fertilizer addedu The area t~ea in this uay was 
18,000 square f0et cill~ t~e cost ~as 723o00a 

The following addi anal was carried out in 
improving t.ne grounds of' nev~.' ouilc.:~in;:~s of tne council at 
this location: grading and seeding, 12,550 square yurds~ 
hard surface roadsJ l 060 square yards~ water service 
installations, 1,210 et at a total cost of ,205.00o 



The grounds of the Ottawa Civic Hospital, of about 
15 acres, are maintained by the Corruiss;i.on at costo The 
SUTJl of $5,729 o 00 'Na.S e::,:;~pended duri11g the year on t11is vvorl~, 
all of '~i.7!1ich was rej_Jaid to the Commission by the Hospital, 

IVIosqui to Control work w .. ::ts c.::.::,ried out as in pest 
years over an area of a~pro tely lCO square miles center­
ed on Otta'iva.. During the spring and early SUL1Iiler of 1942, a 
combination of favoraole condltions made the work relatively 
easyo The winter's snow nclteri rapidly, spr1ng floods were 
not abnormal and there were extens~ve periods of dry weather 
in April and May. Also it was still possi~lG to obtain men 
for ~praying oper&tlons and t~e usual C28paign of oiling was 
carried. out in all the lov.;-lying c::.reas in ~~he clistricto The 
net results were quite good nnci there was very little com­
nls~l-~ ~ro~ ~·ne~ GQrl·erql ~U~J' 1 l"~ 0 c ~pg~~l.~C~L'S' out'or~~,~ 0 01~ r~os-.1:-' t..:.~ lv .2.. .lJ._ v.L t"..-.;;;;; ..- c,,_,_ J.~ I -'• .- C.<o..) •'- ·~o- r....,c..;,.._,..;) ...,. 

q_uitoes. 

Eecause oi the above conditions the expenditure on 
oiling operations ~as not as g~eat as. usual so that more 
money was avaj_lable for construction ·,;orl1: suc:n as drainage 
and underbrushingQ More of thls of work was carried 
out than for sose years in the past" It incluaes the under-
brushing of so:cne 60 [j.cres in t:1c~ .. \O e Annex area just 
nol..,th of the IL C. 1L. Police ~( .. ~ ana. c.~::.e eastern lJa t · 
of Rockcliffe Park, and the cocpletion of a very badly need­
ed ditch which drains the gre2ter part of Beec~:oo( Cemetery 
property bordering He@lock Road. Re~ults of several seasons! 
work in this area are already proving t~eir ·orth in that 
considerably less oil is needed each year to ~roperly cover 
this part of the districtc 

$6 '717 a 41 was expendect on C' rvo2l{ of which $3' 200 
was contributed by the F'ec~eral District Co.tJl ... ission., $2,000 
by the City of Ottawa, $l,OCO by Village of aockcliffe 
Parley ~1nd ·.~100 from the County ol' Cc.:.."'leton.. ~-1-dd:.;_ t;:Lonal 
revc:~nuc resul.!.. f ro11 c.ne re.J.T"~ing of a trucl-c belong to the 
I~osc;.uito Control autllOT'i ty in i)ff .seas Jns. 

The Co~~ission produced in hot frames at Rockcliffe 
&;reenhouses 92_,000 a.nnu::.ls and pto:-~ennia.l flovveri:ng :;?lants 
which were dlstributed to the vcrious parks anu other grounds 
un<ier its control. 55,500 tulip oulbs .\·ere set out in the 
fall of 1942; these; 36)000 cbmprised a gif~ from Seymour 
Cobley Ltd4, England; a firm oi bulb growers, who made this 



donation a.s a token of t]. tude of the Engli . p~ople ~--~r 
Canada's war effor~o In the }Tevious year, a Slmllar glft 
of 27,000 tulip bulbs v.ras rc7:1,_~eive(l .fx·or:.1 tnis firm., 9,000 
carma bulbs v.rere also placed ln p;::t.l"'ks" 

ssion' s nu:c;.:;: iollo~~ving 
stock to the pcirkway system~ 

l~'lov~,.e~j~l1g si1:cubs \1 o o a • q u o o , ~ o • 

C 011j_ i~· e r s c () ;) ~, ., o- \J .., <J o Go • ,. Q ... o ..:, u :) (.< 

Leciduous tree2~o~•o~•a~ue·~~ 
VJ .. ne s " ., :;;, Q ~ o o ,}' o o • u o .:~ • ;1 ... C) • o a "" I) " 

In the of 1942 the donuission secur ~ from 
the Province of_Ontar~?_ 18,0CO seedling_dec~~uousnt~ees 
which were plantea on the s nortnerly s~ope or ~he 
Parliamen~ ~ill groun~s on ~·or the Otta~a Rivera 
Special soil pock2ts re p on roc1cy escarpment 
fo~ tnis purposeD 

"~-~~~ Div~'_;.~;ion;~ 

L'Iolu1ted. Pol~_;_ c e J. ;;:: r·c 
a.nd pa 
:J_ng By·- i~a-vT IJ·o o 

ing o:t· 

ui parl<s 
ssion, enforc-

e on th~ drivewayso 

t~e polic reported 
r 194~-1+3; 

l'ollorJ-

Con.vic ticn~~" ... o .. 4 ~ .. ~ o ., , • 83 

In 
car acctdents 
vestigated ane 
the io Provincial 2 

s 
ex~ra duties, such ctS osco~ting 
(illd convoys e 

2 0 

t s :\'::.-:: re '~ ··~endec to, 
ssion p~operty in­
Suance was given ~o 

ty Pol.:Lce) 
z:.::ther tr1. numerous 
s, militia troops 

Total asount o~ ~ 
the Federal Dis i~t C 
Act amounted to S864o 

s impos for infractions of 
s ion ~:\y--Laws o.nd. iJntarto ;Jrra.:t:'fic 

The main excorts sunplied to notables during the 
year (by Dotorcycle.s) we -·e ~ ... · 
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